
The Shocking Reason Why People 
Give Up Their Pets

Animal abandonment is huge issue across America. According to 
the ASPCA, 7.6 million companion animals enter animal shelters 
nationwide every year. Of that number, 2.7 million animals are 
euthanized.

There have been so many times when we questioned, why would 
so many people give up their pets? Apparently, we aren’t the only 
ones who thought this, and two recent studies, published in the 
journal Animals and the Open Journal of Animal Sciences, found 
the shocking reason.

The studies found that in many cases, people give up their animals 
because they can’t afford their veterinary costs, or because they 
cannot afford/find affordably, pet-friendly housing.

The author of both studies, Emily Weiss told The Huffington 
Post that she is hoping that the results from the studies will lead 
to more efforts to be put towards pet-friendly housing and low-
cost veterinary care. “One of the most direct ways to end 
homelessness of dogs and cats is to keep them at home in the first 
place. By keeping pets in their homes, we not only free up space at 
shelters for pets who really need it, but we also keep homes open 
for the truly homeless dogs and cats that just need an adopter,” 
she said.

https://www.aspca.org/animal-homelessness/shelter-intake-and-surrender/pet-statistics
http://www.scirp.org/Journal/PaperInformation.aspx?PaperID=60176
http://www.huffingtonpost.com/entry/aspca-report-pets-given-up-to-shelters_56896846e4b06fa68882a134?utm_hp_ref=green&ir=Green&section=green
http://www.huffingtonpost.com/entry/aspca-report-pets-given-up-to-shelters_56896846e4b06fa68882a134?utm_hp_ref=green&ir=Green&section=green


Of pet owners surveyed who reported having given up a pet within 
the last five years, the following trends were uncovered:

Re-homed pets were most often given to a friend or family member 
(37%), closely followed by being taken to a shelter (36%). Other re-
homing options included being taken to a veterinarian (14%), being 
given to someone not previously known (11%) and being set free 
(1%).

The most common primary reasons for re-homing a pet were related 
to the pets themselves (46%), followed by family situations (27%) 
and housing issues (18%).

Among the 46% who responded that they gave up a pet due to a 
pet-related issue, 26% said they could not afford medical care for 
their pets’ health problems.

When pet owners with incomes lower than $50,000 were asked 
which service might have helped them the most, the majority 
indicated free or low cost veterinary care (40%).  Other resources 
indicated were free or low-cost training or behavior help (34%)), 
access to pet-friendly housing (33%), free or low-cost spay/neuter 
services (30%), free or low cost pet food (30%), free or low cost 
temporary pet care or boarding (30%) and assistance in paying pet 
deposits for housing (17%).

Of those who reported housing-related issues as their main reason 
for re-homing pets, 43% cited issues with their landlord, while 39% 
said that they did not have enough space. For respondents who rent 
instead of own, housing-related issues were the number one reason 
for re-homing. 
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